
SOlvJE HISTORICAL NOTES 

FORT COLLIER (COLLY-SR) lo~ated within the environs of Winchester on the east side of 
the Martinsburg Pike (U:.S. Route 11 north), served two useful purposes for the 
Confederate cause d.uririg the Civil War between the North and. South. One had to do 
wlth the stragetic location of Winchester for the best defense of the Shenandoah 
Valley in the summer of 1861, and the other was the third. battle of Winchester on 
September 19, 1864. 

Harpers Ferry 

In the early weeks of the war, Harpers Ferry had been considered. a natural stronghold 
and stragetically located on the Potomac River and. the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
for the best defense of the lower Shenandoah Valley. When General Joseph E. Johnston 
took over command of the troops located near Harpers Ferry and the defense of the 
Shenandoah Valley on May 24, 1861, he had. his engineer, Major W.H.C. Whiting make 
a survey of the area to determine what was the most stragetic position. 

At this particular time, three northern armies were threatening Virginia. The 
principal one was at Washington, commanded. by Major General Irvin McDowell, the 
second one at Chambersburg, Pennsylvania commanded. by Major General Patterson, 
and the third one at Romney in northwest Virginia commanded by Lieutenant General 
George B. McClellan. All three of these armies were expected to be coordinated 
in any attack on Manassas and Richmond. 

Winchester 

Major Whiting soon convinced General Johnston and. his staff that Harpers Ferry 
could not be defended. Winchester, on the other hand, had two main roads leading 
from Maryland and Pennsylvania into the Shenandoah Valley, namely, U.S. Route 11 
through Martinsburg and U.S. Route 340 from Frederick through Harpers Ferry. 
Both of these roads were met at Winchester by one from Romney and another east 
of W:inchester over the Blue Ridge through Ashby ts Gap to :Manassas and Richmond. 
General Johnston felt it was necessary that the Confederate troops in the Valley 
should always be ready to meet the invasion from the north as well as to unite 
quickly with the army at Manassas whenever it was threatened. Winchester, in his 
judgment, fulfilled the conditions desired better than any other point. 

Harpers Ferry was evacuated on June 15, 1861 by General Johnston who proceeded to 
move Pis troops to Winchester in preparation for the defense of the Shenandoah 
Valley. He was delayed slightly because of an anticipated attack by General Patter­
son :in the Martinsburg area, which did not occur. When he reached Winchester on 
June 18th, he took advantage of the time to reorganize his troops. Colonel Thomas J. 
Jackson was promoted to Brigadier General in command. of the First Brigade, which 
was later to become famous as the "Stonewall Brigade" in honor of General Jackson. 
General Jackson camped and drilled his troops at the Fair Grounds. Camp Johnston 
was established west of town on the road to Romney. 

Major 1/Jhiting, his engineer, was directed to have a few light defensive works 
constructed on the most commanding position of the northeast side of town and to 
place the heavy guns from Harpers Ferry on ship carriages found there. The location 
of the Stine House on the ea st side of the Martinsburg Pike and the Winchester and 
Potomac Railroad was selected as the best position. Major Whiting designed the 
entrenchments which were built in July, 1861 by the Virginia Militia, commanded by 
General James H. Carson. Forty-five prisoners of war who had been captured at 
Falling Waters on the Potomac in late June by a small force of Rebels under the 
command of General Jackson, helped build the fort. 
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A dia:ry and order book in the possession of Hiss Nettie Carbaugh of Stephens City, 
a great - great niece of Colonel Charles E. Shryock, S'ist Virginia Militia, contains 
a great deal of information on the building of the entrenchments, which later was 
named Fort Collier. The order book dates from June 12 through July 20, 1861 and. 
the diary dates from July 3 through January 16, 1862. The first officer in charge 
of the construction work was a young engineer by·the name of Lieutenant Collier,c,s.A. 
Details of the Virginia Militia and. prisoners of war were sent to_ the 11Stine House", 
beginning July 7, 1861. 

First Manassas 

General Johnston was ordered. to join General P.T.G. Beauregard in the first battle 
at Manassas. He took about 9000 men with him and left 1700 sick troops at Winchester 
who were not well enough for the long march and fighting. He left 2500 Virginia 
Militiamen un~er the command of General James H. Carson to man the entrenchments 
(Fort Coller) ahd heavy guns at Winchester. General Johnston never returned to 
the Shenandoah Valley. 

Name of Fort 

The name "Collier" was used by the Confederates in most instances, but the North 
referred. to the fort as 11Collyer 11• This has confused the spelling of the name. 
The battle map of General Philip H. Sheridan for the third battle of Winchester 
on September 19, 1864 does show an outline of the fort as it appears today. This 
seemed to make Collyer more authentic and in recent years we have referred to it 
as such. The order book and. diary of Colonel Shryock, which we learned about 
within the past year, seems to repute this. 

In Harpers ·weekly, Volume V - No. 248, New York, Saturday, September 28, 1861 on 
Page 614 carries a sketch of the Rebel entrenchments on the Martinsburg Pike near 
Winchester. The sketch shows the "Stine House" referred to by Colonel Shryock 
when the_ earthworks were being constructed. It also shows the heavy guns brought 
here after the evacuation of Harpers Ferry, people working on the fort, tents 
in the rear and. a $mall cavalry troop on the south side of the fart. Hanging on 
the wall of the living room in the present house is a framed copy of this sketch. 

Second Winchester 

When the construction of the entrenchments (Fort Collier) were started in early 
July, 1861, Isaac Stine, grandfather of the present owner, had to move his family, 
livestock and equipment to the Coe house on the west side of the Martinsburg Pike 
to the northwest. He remained there until after the second battle of Winchester -
on June 14 - 15, 1863. The old house at the fort was destroyed sometime during 
the war by the Yankees. Both the southern and northern forces, when either con­
trolled Winchester, would maintain a garrison at the fort. A report is prevalent 
that the present house was built by the U.S. Government, after the war to replace 
the old house that had. been burned. This may have occurred to some extent, but 
the information passed. down through the Stine family is that the present house was 
built by a Mr. Clark from bricks and lumber made on the farm. 

The second battle of Winchester was a harrowing experience for Isaac Stine and his 
family, who were compelled to remain in the cellar of the Coe house during the 
battle. The house was struck by cannon fire during the night of June 14th when 
the Rebel forces, under General Richard S. Ewell, drove the forces of General 
Robert H. Milroy from the west and Star Fort, located to the west of Fort Collier. 
To prevent Milroy 1s withdrawal after dark toward Martinsburg, General Ewell sent 
part of General Johnson's division around. Winchester on the east. This was a 
great victory for the Confederates because it cleared the Valley of Federal troops 
for the second invsion of General Robert E. Lee of the north. After this battle, 
Isaac Stine and his family moved to 11Rosney11 in Clarke County near Boyce, the home 
of his brother, Franklin. He remained there to the end of the war., 
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FORT COLLIER served the Confederate cause well in the third Battle of Winchester on 
~ember 19, 1864, when General Philip H. Sheridan with a force of 41,000 Federals 
attacked the Confederate· forces of 18,000 under General Jubal Early stationed north 
and east of Winchester. The battle opened at day break with the forces of General 
Sheridan moving on Winchester from the Opequon on the east. General Early's line of 
defense did not reach the 'Front Royal road southeast of Winchester on the right or 
the Martinsburg road on ;the left, which was north of the entrenchments at Fort 
Collier. 

General Early I s left flank rested at Fort Collier. At one stage of the battle, 
General Early reported the whole front line had now given away, but a large portion 
of the men were rallied and formed behind an indifferent line of breastworks, which 
had been made just outside of Winchester during the first year of the war in 1861, 
and with the aid of the artillery which was brought back to this position, the 
progress of the enemy's infantry was arrested. The troops maintained good order on 
the left by reason of the artillery fire by General Fitzhugh Lee, General Lee's 
cavalry and battery of horse artillery had been operating on the north side of Red 
Bud Run all day, which was north of Fort Collier on the west side of the Martinsburg 
Pike. 

Late in the afternoon and before night, General Barly ordered the left flank to fall 
i::,ack through Winchester with other troops reinforcing the troops on the east and 
right flank. That evening the Confederate forces of General Early retreated to 
Strasburg with heavy losses. The Confederates never regained control or the lower 
Shenandoah Valley after this defeat. 

In the spring of 1865, following the surrender of the Confederate forces by General 
!obert E. Lee to General Ullyses s. Grant, Isaac Stine returned t.o his farm to make 
a new start at tje age pf 45 y,ears. The first task was to clean up the debris and 
destruction to his home, farm, buildings, fences, etc. Much or the military equip­
ment, supplies, etc. not salvaged. was burned or destroyed. in some manner. According 
to information handed down by the family, a lot of these items were dumped into an 
1ld well south of the fort. During the four years of war when the fort was used by 
t~e Confederates and Federals, as well as the fields being used ror camps and 
fighting battles, the result was a lot or damage that took years tb recover~ The 
exact date when the present house was built is not known, except that it was shortly 
titer the war. 

Markers 

The first marker erected was on the battlefield. about one-half mile east of Fort 
Collier was to "General Russell Hastings, 23rd Ohio Infantry - wounded September J.9, 
186411. The second marker was erected by the Virginia Conservation and Development. 
Commission in 1937 on the east side of the Hartinsburg Pike about 300 reet north 
of the fort - "Fort Collier:Just to the south was built by Joseph E. Johnston 1861. 
Early 1 s left rested here, 3rd Battle of Winchester, September 19, 186411 • This marker 
was broken down later by an automobile and never has been replaced. The third and 
fourth markers were erected. by the Virginia Civil War Commission in 1964, when 
Dedication Ceremonies were held on September 19, 1964 at Fort Collier ror both the 
second and third battles of Winchester. These two markers are located on the 
west side of the Martinsburg Pike about 250 feet southwest of the fort. 

The Stine House 

, According to the order book Qf Colonel Shryock of the Virginia Militia, constructicm 
->f the entrenchments at the "Stine House" was started on July 7, 1861, when appro.xi ... 
mately 130 Militiamen and 45 prisoners of war were ordered to report to Lieutenant 
Collier, C'~S.A. for work duty. Major 1r-Thiting, c.s.A., who had selected the site 
and laid out the entrenchments,spent several days directing the operation with 
Lieutenant Collier. The work force was increased to nearly 500 men by July 9th, but 

leveled off to approximately JOO Militiamen a.nd the prisoners daily. By July 10th, 
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the responsibility for completion of the entrenchments was turned over to the Virginia 
Militia. Lieutenant Collier was relieved and Captain McDonald. of the Militia sue .... 
ceeded him. The last order for the assignment of men without arms was on July 17th 
and it would appear that the major part of the construction work had been completed. 
On July 19th a special order was issued to Colonel Shryock to detail one commission 
officer, two non-commissio'n officers and thirty privates to act as guard to the 
magazine and. gun at "Stine's House". 

In his diary dated. September 17, 1861, Colonel Shryock states that on July 3rd 
General Carson ordered. him to muster his regiment (51st) and report for duty in 
Winchester, where he remained for two months leading a rather monotonous life. The 
soldiers having the same daily routine of drill, picket and guard duty, relieved for 
a short time only by the pick and shovel exercise on the entrenchments a mile north 
of town, since named Fort Collier, in compliment to the young Lieutenant first in 
command at that point". He also referred to a Captain Hess who was in command of 
Fort Collier at one time. 

Benjamin Stine 

The land on which Fort Collier is located was purchased under a contract dated 
December 20, 1850 with Jacob Baker and Catherine Baker, his wife, and. Benjamin Stine, 
the present owner 1s great grandfather. This tract of 380 acres of land, more or less, 
has remained in the Stine family nearly 121 years. Benjamin Stine and his wife, 
Rachel,lived in the old house until her death February 17, 1858. Of interest is a 
framed copy of the marriage certificate of Benjamin and. Rachel Stine hanging on the 
wall in the living room, a 11German Fraktur 11 painted by artists at that time. The 
father and mother of Benjamin, John and Catherine Stine from Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
settled in Frederick County on July 3, 1813. After the death of his wife, he con­
veyed each of his sons a farm. To his son, Isaac, he conveyed the old. house and 
t8J acres on November 1, 1859. Isaac and his family lived. there until early July, 
1861 when Fort Collier was built. Benjamin died in 1862 and is buried in the family 
g;rave yard at Fort Collier with his, wife, daughter and. three other children of his 
sons. 

The Old House 

The rear portion of the present house stands on the cellar brick foundation of the 
~ld house. The front of the present house is 20 feet west of the old. house and stands 
~n a limestone rock foundation. Its architectural pattern in front is very similar 
to the old house, which may have been built sometime after 1774. The location of an 
old cistern and a dug well indicates another house must have stood about 75 feet 
to j;he southeast where old nails and. spikes have been dug up. Also, the cave house 
and ice house are not on the same angle as the foundation of the old. or present 
house, Further research of old records may bring forth more information. 

er interest are the grants from Thomas Lord Fairfax covering most of the Stine 
Jroperties, which are as follows: 

1. To Robert Rutherford a tract of 320 acres dated June 5, 1754. He subdivided 
100 acres into ten 10-acre tracts joining Winchester Commons, All these tracts 
were sold on A9ril 1, 1774 by Rutherford and his wife Mary to Lewis Hoff, 
Nos. 1 & 2; John Sowers, No. 3; George M. Laubinger, Nos. 4 & 5; 1,iTilliam Holli­
day, Nos. 6 & 7; Thomas Smith, No. 8; and Henry Baker, Nos. 9 & 10. Surveys 
indicate that the Stine and. fort are located on Lot No. 8. 

2a To Robert Rutherford. a tract of 300 acres dated April 11, 1760. 

3. To Henry Brinker a tract of 380 acres dated May 7, 1766. 

ey 1787, William Holliday, a merchant, had purchased all the 10-acre tracts except 
Nos, 3 & 4, plus some adjoining lands. Holliday died in 1790 and left his son, 
Elijah, 148 acres north of the town. Elijah sold most of this property to William 
Davison, a merchant of Winchester, who held it until his d.eath in 1822. His estate 
had to be settled by the Chancery District Court due to the claims •f creditors. 
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By Court decree, 211 acres acquired by Davison was sold to Henry w. Baker, merchant 
and owner of lots in Winchester and lands in the County on April 23, 1831. All of 
this land was deeded to his son, Jacob Baker. in 1833 and 1835. By 1844 Jacob 
acquired lots No. 3 & U plus other adjoining lands for a total of 380 acres, which 
was conveyed to Benjamin Stine. Of particular interest is the fact that the owners 
of this property since 1787 have been in the meroantile business and owners of 
property in both Winchester and Frederick County until 1850. 

These historical notes are longer than had been planned to make for this occasion, 
but the period of time covered.made it difficult to record some of the events 
and people who played. a role. I trust some of this information will make a small 
contribution to the already illustrative history of this community. There are a 
number of other events that could have been included, but that will have to wait 
for another time. 

Mrs. Stine and I wish to extend a cordial invitation to all of you who are making 
the Historic Gard.en Week Tour in the Winchester and Frederick County area. We 
sincerely trust your visit will be delightful and informative. 

April 30, 1971 



Stine Home Surrounded By Civil War Earthw 1rk~ 
Fort Collier, the home of 

Mr. and Mrs. I. Fred Stine, is 
one of the six houses in the 
Winchester area which will be 
open for Historic Garden 
Wdek Saturday and Sunday, 
May I and 2. 

Located on the east side of 
Rt. II, just north of the city 
limits, this white painted brick 
house was built shortly after 
the close of the Civil War by 
Mr. Stine's grandfather, Isaac 
Stine. It replaced the Stine 
home at the same location 
which had been destroyed 
during the War. The rear 
portion of the present house 
stands on the cellar foun• 
datior..; of the old house. 

r:iearly visible surrounding 
<he house today are the ear• 
thwork fortifications built in 
1861 at the outset of he War by 

• order of General Joseph E. 
Johnston, first commander or 
the Confederate forces in the 
Shenandoah Valley. The place 
is still known by the name 
given to the fort at that time, 
when it was designated by the 
name of the officer, Lt. 
Collier, in charge of the 
soldiers and prisoners of war 
who erected the fortifications. 

Hanging on the wall of the 
living room is a sketch 
showing U1e 1nen at· work Ori 
the fort and are:.d Con• 
federate troops marching on 
the Martinsburg Pike before 
the house. 

On a hot September day in 
1864, the swelling ground 
about Fort Collier was the 
very hinge upon which 
General Jubal A. Early an• 
chored his defenses late in the 
afternoon before the onslaught 
of the Yankee forces under 
General Philip Sheridan in the 
last and greatest battle at 
Winchester. Relics of the War 
continue to be unearthed 
everywhere about this 
property from time to time. 

Fort Collier is similar in 
architecture to the handsome 
Georgian•type brick houses 
which were built in the 
Shenandoah Valley in the first 
half of the 19th century. but its 
eclectic decorative details 
show the transition to Vic• 
torian styles in architecture 
that was about to take place. 
At the front entrance. the 
fluted columns. the diamond· 
patterned ·,railings, and the 
gothic door panels and side 
windows draw their in· 
spiration each from a dif· 
ferent architectural style. 

The wide entrance hall 
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Fort Collier, Stine Home 

features a lovely curved 
stairway with walnut ban­
nister and newel, and the 
original wide pine floors 

SPECIAL NOTE: 

throughout the house have 
been preserved. 

Of particular interest is the 
fact that the bricks for this 

Not include,d in this article is 
that Isaac :Stine willed Fort· 
Collier to.his son Walter Barnes 
Stine during the period of his 
natural life, and. after his·­
death 1'hen to his-children in 
fee simple. This . "H~e Fa~w 
was sold to Hunter Magee Stine, 
twin brother of Walter B. Stine 
after his death. The heirs of 
Wal te_r B. Stine were Mary 
Catherine Stine, Margaret 
Virginia Stine Lyon, who were 
daughters by the first mar- '. 
riage of Walter B~ Stine and 
Ml!rgar~t Elizabeth Noakes who 

house were made from clay 
found on the place. This. 
domestic industry has 
developed during the years· 
since then into a profitable 
manufacturing operation 
which produces fine bricks to 
·mis day. 

Mr. Stine's forebears, of 
German descent, have been 
residents of Frederick County. 
since his great•great• 
grandparents, John and 
Catherine Stine, came from 
Carlisle, Pennsyivania, in 
1813. Since then, the Stines 
have been successful Carr:: 
operators and iarge Jan• 
downers, and the Fort Collier 
property has been in the 
family for more- than a hun­
dred years. It has been 
operated since 1940 by the 
preseni owner and his late 
brother as one of the most 
successful dairy enterprises in 
this section. Fort Collier cows 
have continuously been out• 
standing producers, and Mr. 
Stine was secretary•treasurer 
of the Virginia Holstein 
Association for many years. 

Much of the furniture in 

Fort Collier is furnis • d are a 
Terry mantel cloc , dated 
1835, a colonial d 'k from 
about the same perio ' a large 
collection of spool fu iture, a 
colnial "field bed" om the 
Conrad family, /'nd a 
mahogany sideboard ade in 
1932 in Heppelwhite tyle by 
E.J. Vilwig, the w l•known 
Winchester cabin 
This. sideboard -Ii 
cheons and inlay 
boxwood from the 
George Washington· !office in 
Winchester, and M . Vilwig 
referred to it as his 'George 
Washington Bic tennial 
Piece."· 

Other homes whl 
open o the public o May 1st 
and 2nd are "Poplar ill," the 
home of Dr. and II-'s. A. C. 
Kiczales; "Long G n," the 
home of Mr. and Mr I Boyd G. 
Headley, Jr.; Mr. nd Mrs. 
Joe L. Headley home; 
"Clearview.'' the ho 

I 
e of Mr. 

and Mrs. Wm. H. awrence, 
Jr.; ~nd Mrs. C 'rroll H. 
Henkel's home a I 316 W. 
Boscawen St. I 

Brochures with a 
tour and other infor 
available at the C mber of 
Commerce office / in Win­
chester. 

I 

died in 1905. Walter B. Stine . ! 
later married Grace Viola Eakle. The ch_ildren of this marr age 
were Florence Elizabeth Stine (Coffelt) Hagan, William Eakl

1 

Stine, Lee Franklin Stine, Marshall Allen Stine, Martha Ali e 
Stine Cahill, and Howard Foche Stine. 
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